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The first day of the competition in the Central European Olympiad in Informatics from Piatra Neamt began with a tough
consisting of three problems conceived by the National Scientific Commission and discussed with-teadeesof the part|C|pat|ng
teams. The time for solving was 5 hours, throughout the testing the competitors
allowed to submit questions to the commission.

The online competition, held simultaneously and having the same tasks, was att
by students from around the worldetstudents from the National College of Informatic
Piatra Neam$ ,being among t he pleadetscould
watch, in real time, the competitorséo

In the afternoon, the guests were=oéfd the opportunity to relax, the organizers havi
planned a trip to the Red Lake areahe Bicaz Gorges. All the participants in t
competition, both teachers and students, accompanied by volunteers from Piatra
enjoyed a special afternoon ineonf the most beautiful mountain areas of the regig®
visiting not only the surroundings of the Red Lake but also the Spring Mountain artificia
Lake. They were impressed by the grandeur of natraelectricDam. Bi

The evening ended in a festive atmosphere, with a Romanian dinner held at a prestigious local restaurant. The foreigne guest
impressed, not only with the Romanian traditional food, but also with the music and dance specific toahfRRpeople. A group
of dancers belonging to the Children's Palace presented an exciting programme, inviting all the guests to join them.

Interview J

Clara lonescui President of Honour CEOI

Q: Please tell us some thoughts about the first editiacheCEOI in Romania

A: First of all, the first CEOI in 1994 was a real challenge. Everybody: participants and organisers
facedunknown events. The best thihgemember, was the trust of our guests, they were sure that
we would be able to make everything whichsmeeded. | remember a part of team leadersiwho
inturni j ust smil ed: fiok, ghw Separovicifom €roatia, $tanislayy i
Waligorski from Poland,Vaclav Sedlacektom the Czech Republiclurii Mocanu from Moldavia

and other teachers became friends of ours. In 1994 | was full of enthusiasm and courage, but it v
not enough. The experience obtained during the first BOIl was impobtarwithout the help and
skills of prof. Horia Georgescu and many other people, including my colleagues and my family
could not have been realised. The tasks were nice and difficult, and, even if it is quite hard
under st and, we ictkvatlatiént Buttsach reissinguhingsmvare unnoticed, because
we were very good hosts. The major result was the proposal of Hungary to continue, and th
organised the second edition of CEOI in Szeged in 1995.

Q: Do you remember any funny incidentdurmgn e of t he contestds edition?

A:l't happened in Croatia in 2006. A curious young r epfahet er

contestants are boys? Whatn you tell apbesume, that oe imggine it wa8nd e mbar rassing s
i mpossible to say: the girls are not interested, thegirld?hey

Q: What is your message for the contestants who participated in this edition?

Aildon6t think that this is the case to give you adtoeleavethec o

computer as often as possible, to search for people who are worth knowing and befriend them, to analyse the woelskteghics, to
visit beautiful places which are worth seeing, to read books which are worth rdagtidgny message by wishing you good luck not
only in the competitions, but in whole your life!

Florentina Ungureanui chairperson CEOI

I would like to emphasize the fact that you, the young generations, represent the fi
of our humanity, the ones who will nurture the wading of world science and
technology.

The primary goal of the CEOI is to stimulate interest in informatics dedniration
technology. Another important goal is to bring together exceptionally talented pupils fr
various countries and to have them share scientific and cultural experiences.

In the end, may you have inspiration and great achievements during thisi@lymp
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El Rd G ynfemlgernyof technical committee

Q: How many years of experience do you have in this field?

A Concerning the technical si de or ki
is about 20 years.

Q: Did you also take part in the Techni€admmittee of the previous edition

organized in Romania, in 20097

A: Yes, it was in Targu Mures, and to be honest, it was a little bit more

difficult than this one because it was the first editibiadtaken part to.

Q: Is thisthe first time yolhaveparticipatal in anInternational Committee?

A: No, | al® participated in the Balkan Olympiad in Informatic2011, and

CEOI 2009.

Q: Is there any difference between the International Technical Committee :

the National one? If yes, whatit®

A:Techncal 'y speaking, there isndot a And
pretty good, communicating with the othersrnseasy thing.

Q: I f you hadnét worked in infor . what woul d
A | f | hadnodot wor ke daverne ciomnfvoerrmaetdi ctso, tlh et hairnckh i lt ewcotu
of this, but | changed my mind.

Gheorghe Manolache member of technical committee

Q: How many years of experience do you have in this field?

A i Koo@w exactl y,veut3 0l yasemrssur €

havendt worked in others fields §©

Q: Did you also take part in the Technical Committee of the previous

edition organized in Romania, in 20097

A: No , I di dnot .

Q: Is thisthe first time yowhaveparticipatel in the International

Committee?

A: Yes. But lalsoparticipated in the National oge

Q: Is there any difference between the International Technical Committeée

and the National one? If yes, what is?

A Yes. Il tds about a d fexdrcseseandta a ran
higher workload.

Q: I f you hadndét worked in informatics, what woul d

A: Tough question. Howevgl think | would have chosemathematics or any other science.
Gregor Matli theteamleader of theGermanteam

Q: Howwasyour journey to Romania? Did you face any difficulties?

A It was difficult but webre here now, we didnodot f 8
difficulties beside the fact that the journey was very long: we
stopped first in Bucharest, than lasi, and we eventually arrived a
PiatraNeamt.
Q: I see. Il 6d |I'i ke to ask you
was it selected?

A: They all got here by winning a National Contest.

Q: So theydbre the best in in
a role model in informatics?

A T htaughbgsestin. Welthere is a professor, well known
in Germany but not internationally, | appreciate him very much.
Q: Isawtheplusbheaver youdr e Dkl beplay ng
any role in this journey? Why did you take it?

A: I t 6s o0 u rplushdeavet bergdus luck.h i s

Q: Very interesting, thank you for your time, | wish you good luck tomorrow at the contest.
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Mario Lipovskyi the deputy leader of the Slovakiaaam

Q: Can you describe you country in three words?

A: Mountains, casteand caves, but Sl ovakia isnét the only one
Q: How was your journey to Romania?

A: Well, we slept more than the other days because we wereon &

the airplane, so it was good I think. 7
Q: Did you face any difficulties?

A: Ev en iefirstiimte | hacitmvelied by pldme, it was
a little bit weird because we were going up and down too fast.
Q: Is this your first time in Romania? J
A: Yes, | came in this count
before. I
Q: What did you know about Romariafore coming here?
A: | heard about Dracula and some horrible stories from my L
friends who came to Romania and they had some problems at 3
airport.

Q: What are your first impressions about Piatra Neamt?
A: I think I like it because you have treesevehyer e, it 6s a green place. But |
everywhere, like the trees.

Q: Did you also participate last year or the previous years in the CEOI?

A: Before this, | participated in the CEOI in Croatia.

Q: How was your team saited?

A: There were a few rounds of the National Olympiad. We had to do some tasks at home and we programmed for 7 |
each day to get the experience we needed, and from all, the best ones were selected.

Vlad-Mihai Rochian i contestant fromthe 1stRomanian team

Q: What do you think about the subjects?

A: From my point of view, the subjects were really difficult, but
suitable for a good tiebreaker. Also, | can affirm that a right
tiebreaker was made because partial scores were given to us.
Q: Did you have any difficulty in solving them?

A: Yes, and | think that was the idea.

Q: Do you think that the contest was well organized?

A: Until now, | can say that it has been a good one. The
conditions are all right, the food is really good and food isrg v

i mportant thing. So, itods re
Q: Did you have enough time to finish the tasks?

A: Yes, | had sufficient time to do what | knew.

kt ef an GBuhgaitcantestannfrom the 2nd Romanian team

Q: How did you find the subjects?

A:Verydiff i cult, as | didnodét kno
Q: Do you think this session was well organized? T
A: It was very well organized: the site worked well, the teachers®#~ |
knew what they were doing. | liked it. '
Q: Did you have enough time to finish thebjects?

A: As | didndét know how to s
much time | should have needed to finish themBalt.if | had

one more half an hour maybe | would have got more points.
Thank you for the interview.
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The Palace of Culture in 1 adi

The Palace of Culture (Romani an: Pal at ul Cul turii
administrative and justice purposes until 1955, when its destination was changed, being assigned tontrse fioos
nowadays united under the name of the Moldova Natiopa!

Museum Complex. Also, the building houses the Cultural Herite. © = . . .
ConservatiorRestoration Centre, and hosts various exhibitio™ - - R e
and other events. A

The Palace of Culture is listed in the NatioRalister of
Historic Monuments.

The construction, started in 190607, was partly built on
the old ruins of the medieval Princely Court of Moldavia (1434
and partly on top of the foundations and first levels of the for
neoclassic palace. It was datedthe time of Prince Alexandru
Moruzi (18041806, architect Johan Freywald), rebuilt by Prince Mihail Sturdza (1843, architect Nicolae Singurov),
and dismantled in 1902906. It was from this latter building that the Palace inherited the legehe 865 rooms, as many
as the days within one year.

The Metropolitan Cathedral in | aQi

The Metropolitan Cathedral i n | a'Hi (
| ocated at 16 ntefan c,Komakais tbe hebdquaBtéreaf the
Romani an Orthodox Archbishop of | aKi an

the largest Orthodox church in Romania. It is dedicated to Saint Paraschiva, to tl
Presentation of Jesus and to Saint George. Its faas inspired by the late Italian
Renaissance style (Trinita dei Monti in particular), with Baroque elements dominating th
interior and exterior decorative features. The Metropolitan Cathedral is listed in the Nation
Register of Historic Monuments.

The Botanical Garden in 1 adi

The Botanical Garden, now named after its founder, Anadtaki¢
( Romani anBotGaridd in aF tAthua"s)t,asi &8 a
|l ocated in the Copou neighbourho
1856 andnaintained next tédlexandruloanCuza University, it is the oldest
and largest botanical garden in Romania.

In 1856, in the immediate vicinity of Rama | bent , FAN
founded t he Bot aithilasdsdbdbughGusingdchis own fumds
In 1873, stimulated by interest expressed in Anastisiil's garden, the
Physicians and Naturalists Society founded a second botanical garde
the society; the second garden is now the natural history museum.

Coordinatorsof publicationsFlorentinaUngureanuCount y School |GawigaBtagabdlatienal €ollddechinioHaticsPiatra
Ne a m’H, C| a Nafiana Collegenoh InfarmaticBiatraN e a 8 H,| v i a Nadanal Gédlege of Informatics Piathdde a m™H, B
Stan- Nationd College of Informatic®iatraN e a @l&idia Jorad Pet r u Ronal GolldgePiditaNte a m™H, L i -ICouaty Schodl |
I nspectorate Bot o-'A¥riej AGeeccrsgaentdar i Bba INaacte ao n a | - CQuaty Scleogl ;sp&tate \aaBdea
Codr u™Ha -MNlegl iudHr uPo p 0 Elg-Napacani ¢ Col | ege

Reportersfrom theNational College of Informatics, Piatile a:rAid r i an Gl i garcdMhdtl omaWw Arghir
Melinte, Florin Unghianu, AnaVaria Nistor, Livia Murariu, Tudor Tomescu, Vlad Marco&ogdan Covrig
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